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THE SERVICE OF DARKNESS 

 ON GOOD FRIDAY  
 APRIL 19, 2019 

 
 

TENEBRAE 
 

To impress on the minds and hearts of believers the awful consequence of sin and the 
magnitude of the Savior's sacrifice, the ancient Church held a special service in Holy Week, 
called Tenebrae.  The meaning of the word "Tenebrae" is "darkness".  This service begins in 
silence and ends in almost total darkness, the lights being gradually extinguished as the service 
proceeds.  This is to remind us of the darkness that filled the earth when the Light of the 
World was put to death.   
 

In our service one candle on either side of the altar will remain burning to announce the truth 
that death and hell did not prevail against the Son of God.  We invite you to return tomorrow 
night or on Easter Sunday to celebrate the joy of Jesus’ resurrection. 
 

The timpani used in tonight’s service signify the sinful fear, anger and betrayal that led to 
Jesus’ death. 
 

THE ENTRANCE PRAYER    Read silently by the individual worshiper 
 

O Blessed Jesus, you were condemned to die not by Pilate but by the 
sins I myself have committed.  I repent with my whole heart for having 
grieved and offended you.  I pray that you will save me, body and soul, 
from sin, death, and the devil.  Guide me safely through this present 
world, and bring me at last to your Father’s home.  I love you Lord.  
Keep me always at your side.  Grant that I will never forsake you.  May 
your will be done in my life.  Amen. 
 

+ + + 
 
 

THE PERCUSSION PRELUDE 
 

THE OPENING PRAYER - The congregation will rise 
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THE HYMN:   .......................................................................................“Upon the Cross Extended” 
 

1 Upon the cross extended 
See, world, your Lord suspended. 
Your Savior yields His breath. 
The Prince of Life from heaven 
Himself has freely given 
To shame and blows and bitter death 

 

2 Come, see these things and ponder, 
Your soul will fill with wonder 
As blood streams from each pore. 
Through grief beyond all knowing 
From His great heart came flowing 
Sighs welling from its deepest core. 

3 Your cords of love, my Savior, 
Bind me to You forever, 
I am no longer mine. 
To You I gladly tender 
All that my life can render 
And all I have to You resign. 

 

THE INSTRUCTION 
 
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON ............................................................................... Isaiah 53:2-12 
 
THE VERSICLE 
 

P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all. 
 
THE ANTHEM: ......................................“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us,” Stuart Townend 
 
THE LESSON .......................................................................................................... Matthew 26:47-50 
 
THE INSTRUCTION 
 
THE VERSICLE 
 

P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all 
. 
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THE HYMN:   ........................................................................................................ “Chief of Sinners” 
 

Chief of sinners though I be, 
Jesus shed His blood for me; 
Died that I might live on high, 
Lived that I might never die, 
As the branch is to the vine, 
I am His, and He is mine. 

Oh, the height of Jesus' love! 
Higher than the heavens above, 
Deeper than the depths of sea, 
Lasting as eternity. 
Love that found me - wondrous thought! 
Found me when I sought Him not. 

 
THE LESSON ....................................................................................................... ...Matthew 26:62-68 
 
THE INSTRUCTION 
 
THE VERSICLE 

 

P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all. 
 
THE  HYMN: ..............................................................................   “Savior, When In Dust To You” 
 

Savior, when in dust to you 
Low we bow in homage due; 
When, repentant, to the skies 
Scarce we lift our weeping eyes, 
Oh, by all your pains and woe 
Suffered once for us below, 
Bending from your throne on high, 
Hear our penitential cry! 

By your hour of dire despair, 
By your agony of prayer, 
By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 
Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 
By the gloom that veiled the skies 
O'er the dreadful sacrifice, 
Listen to our humble sigh, 
Hear our penitential cry! 

 
THE LESSON ................................................................................................................... Luke 23:6-11 
 

THE  INSTRUCTION 
 
THE VERSICLE 

 
P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all. 
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THE HYMN ...................................................... “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken” 
 

1  O dearest Jesus, 
    What law hast Thou broken 
    That such sharp sentence 
    Should on Thee be spoken: 
    Of what great crime hast 
    Thou to make confession, 
    What dark transgression? 
 

2  They crown Thy head with 
    Thorns, they smite, they scourge Thee: 
    With cruel mockings 
    To the cross they urge Thee; 
    They give Thee gall to 
    Drink, They still decry Thee, 
    They crucify Thee. 

3  Whence come these sorrows, 
    Whence this mortal anguish? 
    It is my sins for 
    Which thou, Lord, must languish; 
    Yea, all the wrath, the 
    Woe, Thou dost inherit, 
    This I do merit. 

 
THE LESSON ............................................................................................ Matthew 27:15-17, 20-26 
 
THE INSTRUCTION 
 
THE VERSICLE 
 

P God spared not his own Son: 

C But delivered him up for us all. 
 
THE HYMN: ...............................................................................  “O Sacred Head Now Wounded” 

 
O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded with thorns, thine only crown; 
O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine! 
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
 
How art thou pale with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn; 
How does thy face now languish, which once was bright as morn! 
Thy grief and bitter passion were all for sinners’ gain; 
Mine, mine was the transgression, but thine the deadly pain. 
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THE INSTRUCTION 
 
THE LESSON .......................................................................................................... Matthew 27:45-46 
 
THE ANTHEM ............................................................................... “And Can It Be,” Chris Vaughn 

 
THE REFLECTION 
 

Consider how Jesus suffered indescribable agony in body and soul, and how he suffered this in your place. 
 
THE LESSON ................................................................................................................. Luke 23:50-56 
 
THE PRAYER FOR A BLESSED DEATH 
 
THE LESSON .......................................................................................................... Matthew 27:62-66 
 
THE INSTRUCTION 
 
THE ANTHEM  ............................................................. “God So Loved the World,” John Stainer 

 
 Please leave in silence. 
 
 

+ + + 
 
 

 TO OUR GUESTS ..God grant that his Word has touched your heart tonight. 
 We invite you to worship with us again. 
 

REGARDING  OFFERINGS:   These will not be collected during the service.   
Offering plates will be available in the narthex or hallway as you leave. 
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SERVING TONIGHT 
 

The Liturgists:  Pastor Jerome Burce, Pastor Seth Bridger 

Music:  Connie Triplett 

Timpanist:  William Engelmann 

Musical Ensemble:  Messiah Choir 

Acolytes:  Gavin Waugaman, Jared Waugaman 

Altar Guild:  Tiffany Advani, Laura Schwartz-Gaydos 

Deacons:  Amy Hunger, Mark Hunger, Mark Schauer, Bob Trapp 

Usher:  Padraig Donohoe, Julia Ellerbruch, Joe King 

Trustee:  Bruce Wolf 
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WE INVITE YOU TO OUR EASTER SERVICES 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21 

6:30 a.m. -- Sunrise Service in the Bain Park Community Cabin Garden.   

A light Easter breakfast will be served in Bain Cabin. 

 

THE SERVICES IN THE CHURCH 

9 a.m.  -  Festival Eucharist 

11 a.m.  - Festival Eucharist 

 

Sunday School, Confirmation, 

and Adult Education Classes  

will not be in session on Easter Sunday. 

They will resume on April 28 

 

+ + + 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road 

Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-2405 

www.messiahfairview.org 


